e

Braving icy conditions on
the treacherous mountain
slopes, Theodore Rooser elt
wuufd ultimately kill eight

etk on his expedition into the
wilds of Wyoming.

n order to research paintings and
write this ston about Theodore

Roosevelts hunt in Wyo

mv wite, Suzie. and I decided to
retrace TRS tootsteps

We began our joumey; as did TR at

Heart Lake, pow in Yellowstone National
Park and headed southeast past Tao-
Oveans Pass and on to Shoshone National

Forest, kremeuuumd prmim_mw

_{Jaml]r@ aned taking photos along the way.

- The onlvdifference between our
ﬁqﬁeﬂbﬂ‘}m and thet imdertaken

bvTR1

O rak I_‘I.

By John Seerey-Lester

2} vears earlier; besides our 1 node
was the weather, He had main
1ad clear blae sldes and

il Lk] Hii et we
Si-de SNEC ‘fr'l]"P(—' ratires,

We kept as close as possible to THs
Lo route and remembered what he'd
written as we stared breathlessly into
seemingly bottomless ravines while
recounting his difficulties navigating
the loose stones with his pack horses:

It was as if time had stood still: the
vallevs flanked by dark forests of
lodgepole pises. blue spruce and
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ir: rock-strewn hillsides
with deadfalls. the
f wildfires her cubs foraging in the bear prass,

'[uw.':*lm-; :!u.rr'-iuz'.-'..
m National Forest,
e creeks ninning through
an L‘ gullies forded by TR all
) o0, At one pﬂnt two creeks
:u-;u-T:.'u-:' then rushed off,
the Snake River, the
ito the YL"]I(I'\"‘-":I"II' Its

Wi ]urll nseasc mably warm weathe

other eastward

*-\. we |I_"‘-_|] |j'| ]l-.l| "l i
inoed with small

pinions and ancient, gray-green junipers.
Farther up we watched a grizzly and

now lu 1')_:'1;_'=: and thistle of a secluded
we meadow. Occasionally a distant bugle

reminded us of what TR must have

experienced more than a CETITUTY ag0.
Our journev ended, as did TR', within
one 5-5;[]|t of the distant baron 1‘51—;1;.-:5 of the
Washakie Needles in the Shoshones.

important when depicting a

Ay 5 i 1
nistonc event m pant and ‘-‘-'!.l:'l.l:\ to

possible to the events
& 1 T 1
that took ]'—-LL'L'I.'. We were able to

oet as close as
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whieve our goal, because we are

blessed with many wilderness ares
t:'ml remain virtually unc Hm'u-.r-:r]

hanks to the foresight of pecy :lln
Tlu odore Roosevelt. They enabledl
to -i*‘.'.-_|l2'l_\ what t:n:‘_\ first ¢l lL'[I:\EJ{.'d. :
John Seerey-Lester

("‘ lad in a buckskin hunting shirt 8
moccasins and leggings, the
hunter cre pt silently toward the h
bull. As he cautiously peered round
tree, he could feel the chill b]u..:f_*
his face and knew he was still downwi

There, before him on a hillsides
meadow was a magnificent bull e
surrounded by his harem of cows
humter raised his oun and took aim.

It was late September 1891, and &
young humiter was Theodore Roosevd

T]{‘\Ikﬂ‘h inchading his m.u_h} -
Bob Ferguson along with huntersS
Tazewell Woody and Edward Holg
the latter who doubled as cook :
packer, was making for Two-Ocean ;
to hunt elk. TR had manased to %
squeeze in the trip between the
increasing pressures of public life :

the red tape of politics. Years later he
would describe the experience as o
the most lal:—ammt hurits he ever m:xl
The party was riding 6 horses with
14 others carrving packs. This was a1
outfit for such a hunt, even | LFTR
Although many of the ‘»n‘u* 5 had ‘l
better days, they were ]mrf'u anima
ar -J despite the usual problems of =8
OOCas) I:II"'._:I,]“\. sty .,I.‘l.'l'l'l‘T l.'.lﬂ' the £V SETV '|
the hunters well on the I ong trip.
The hunters started out at Heart
in northiwvest W yoming, an ared n
within the boundaries of Yellowst
National Park. From there Ihu_-'-'
headed southeast to Two-Oceans
where they staved for about a u:—-f—L
Day after day they rode through'$§
rugged landscape, struggling up andl
down slippery hillsides. Oceasionally
they would dismount and go h_x fook
leading the packhorses over the ;
difficult terrain. They travelled in
single file with the tall. silent W
leading the way.
They set up tepee-style tents at th
camps along the way; two for sleeping8
and one that served as the dining teng




Russell Turtleskin ThornArmor Safari “PH”
Improved! Now deerskin lined for comfort.

Russell’s Turtleskin ThornArmor “PH" has been improved.
Some of our customers reported that the ThomArmor we use
to line the boots was chaffing their ankles so we are now
lining the uppers of the boot with super soft deerskin for
comfort. Russell designed the Turtleskin ThornArmor
“PH" in 2005 to prevent thorns from penetrating hunter’s
boots. We've been there and had thorns totally
penetrate not only the sole of a safari boot but the
entire boot! When Turtleskin was introduced in
20104, Russell recognized it as a viable
thorn penetration barrier that could be
used in our footwear. The Turtleskin
ThomArmor “PH" was extensively
tested in Africa and proved to turn the
nastiest African thorns. Made from tan waterproof
WeatherTuff leather with triple vamp construction. Its flat Huez sole and
cushioned crepe wedge midsole, is ideal for walking in soft sandy terrain. The
thin ThornArmor layer that totally surrounds the foot, top, bottom and sides does
add stiffness to the boot, thus the addition of soft deerskin lining. We heard you!

www.russellmoccasin.com
285 SW Franklin
PO Box 309
Berlin, WI 54923
920-361-2252
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during adverse weather and for stori
their supplrea
The men had to endure foul wea
L‘hrﬂuglmut their e:q)ediﬁnﬂ. Most
days there was driving rain, which a}
hi@er altitudes, turned to sleet.
Every now and then the hunters §
would hear the strident bugling of
bull elk, then venture on foot into
dense forests to stalk the animals. =
After one such halt, Woody led TR'
and the other hunters toward a big b
that was calling incessantly from across
adeep valley. As the group edged
closer. a second elk broke from cove
only 50 yards away, and swaying its 3§
handsome IT—Ixnnt rack from side ta
side, came mx_:mg toward the men.
TR fired. hitting the bull squarely}
in the chest, then ran forward and
shot again just as the elk turned. The
mortally wounded animal fell after
moving uuh a few yards.
Roosevelt was with his
trophy; the first of eight elk he would
kill on the trip, including one bull with
an even bigger set of massive antlers. ,

S everal days later TR and Woody
headed out on a cold moming
under a clear blue sky. The two frient
rode over the tableland and began
fﬂ]]ming elk trails up and dmu:L the =
mountainsides. The going was steep
and occasionally the men had to dimb
like mountain goats. Many of the trails
led out to apen meadows or diff edges
that commanded AT VIEeWs,
At the end of one of these trails,
stopped at the edge of a sheer diff 3
overlooking a platean and spotted a lang
herd of coras and calves. Almost instani]
they heand the ringing bugle of a bull. §
Fcﬂmmgtl:emui they rode until the
were within 200 yards of the elk :
TR suddenly [J‘ll.[lt‘d up his horse 3§
when he saw a huge bull walk into a
clemmg. The bulls pungent scent
drifted toward the hunters as ﬁuf_'gr
waited for the animal to move out of §
and started their stalk on foot, moving
as fast as they could toward the bull.
Rounding a dump of pines, they canr
upon two cows, and the men crouche

low to aveid spooking the animals tha
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Accurate * Consistent * Dependable
Three things you need in a ritle. |
£ i 2 30 }'d.n.‘l";' i:ti the |!'I|I||.:]"
Genesis 70,94 bebimd some m
= - - and several o
back: the mivht, ¢

Field Stalker

of the cows saw him, b
late TR maised his rifle an
W, Th}:\ ol
firing two more sho
and fually a fourth s
the bulls meck.
( = [ R { L TH senveled at his
H_l_l_ [ S £_?_-[:’ \ ._E._,.]‘ l l l - _H_S its I.tl.ld‘.éf{'h:li'_\.'.ﬁfl'ﬂﬁll‘-f T
WWW. hl”L‘UUI’llI‘\'E‘lf](‘H com * 830- Fﬂfi' 3139 The men spent

hunting as t].u'\
Termitory. whiere TR had
his adventure LIUL to pre

snow to Mammaoth H[l

where TH womld Bead ho
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L[i ENDS OF Ill_ lli_\T
story will appear in John
-—Ld.-t-h rsmext b
Hunt — Campfire
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